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LINCOLN'S  SHIPLEY  ANCESTORS 


Most  people  who  trace  their  ances- 
try through  several  generations,  seem 
to  be  interested  primarily  in  searching 
for  a  succession  of  names  similar  to 
the  one  they  bear.  So  it  is  with  the 
student  of  Lincoln  who  has  followed 
the  Lincoln  paternal  line  of  descent 
through  those  progenitors  bearing  the 
name  Lincoln,  back  to  the  President's 
ancestor  of  the  seventh  generation, 
Samuel  Lincoln. 

There  were  sixty-three  other  char- 
acters, seven  generations  removed 
from  the  President,  who  contributed 
just  as  much  to  the  making  of  our  il- 
lustrious American  as  Samuel  Lincoln, 
although  little  or  no  attention  is  paid 
to  them. 

It  is  claimed  by  many  authorities 
that  mothers  contribute  most  to  their 
children.  Yet  it  is  the  succession  of 
mothers  who  are  largely  left  out  in  the 
genealogical  studies.  While  it  is  ad- 
mitted, generally,  that  Abraham  Lin- 
coln inherited  his  most  valuable  ten- 
dencies from  his  mother,  those  who 
have  made  any  attempt  at  all  to  ac- 
count for  her  superior  womanhood 
have  immediately  forsaken  Nancy 
Hanks'  maternal  forebears  and  specu- 
lated on  her  inheritance  from  some  un- 
known Virginia  planter  who  existed 
only  in  the  minds  of  those  accepting 
and  circulating  the  fabulous  story  of 
her  origin. 

Evidence  available  seems  to  make 
it  reasonably  sure  that  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's maternal  grandmother  was  Lucy 
Shipley  Hanks  and  it  is  now  possible 
to  trace  with  some  degree  of  accuracy 
the  Shipley  line  of  descent  back  to  the 
first  American  Shipley.  Here  again  we 
find  ourselves,  however,  switching  over 
to  the  male  progenitors. 

Adam  Shipley. 

The  first  man,  in  America,  to  whom 
the  Lincoln  branch  of  the  Shipley  fam- 
ily traces  its  ancestry  was  named 
Adam.  This  Adam  Shipley  settled  in 
Maryland  in  1668,  not  far  from  An- 
napolis. In  1661  a  tract  of  land  was 
surveyed  for  him  bordering  on  the 
Severn  River.  It  consisted  of  200  acres 
and  was  called  "Shipley's  Choice". 

Adam's  wife  was  named  Lois  and 
she  died  a  widow  in  1725.  How  many 
years  before  this  Adam  passed  away 
is  not  known.  Tradition  claims  there 
were  nine  sons  and  two  daughters  born 
to  Adam  and  Lois  Shipley.  The  names 
of  but  three  of  them  are  known :  Rich- 
ard, Robert,  and  Lois.  Of  these  child- 
ren Robert  is  the  one  in  whom  we  are 
especially  interested. 

Robert  Shipley,  Sr. 
The  tract  of  land  which  Robert 
Shipley,  Sr.,  received  from  his  father 
Adam's  estate  consisted  of  240  acres 
and  the  farm  was  called  "Shipley's 
Discovery."   It  was  on  the  Patopsco 


River  south  of  Great  Falls.  This  land 
was  surveyed  in  1724.  In  1742  Robert 
sold  140  acres  to  Nathan  Barnes  and 
two  years  later  he  sold  the  remaining 
110  acres  to  Peter  Porter.  Robert  then 
acquired  a  large  farm  near  Sykesville, 
Maryland,  and  it  was  here  that  he 
made  his  home  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Robert  Shipley,  Sr.,  was  a  member 
of  Christ's  Church,  Queen  Caroline 
Parish,  and  in  1736  he  held  pew  No. 
11.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a 
William  Hanks  was  in  possession  of 
pew  No.  28.  Shipley  was  a  member  of 
the  first  vestry  of  the  church  and  the 
births  of  his  nine  children  are  regis- 
tered on  the  church  record.  Robert's 
wife's  name  was  Elizabeth  and  there  is 
a  possibility  he  was  married  again. 
The  mother's  name,  however,  does  not 
appear  with  the  birth  record  of  each 
child.  The  names  of  Robert  Shipley's 
children  follow  in  the  order  of  their 
birth:  Charles,  Robert,  Ruth  or 
Rachel,  Ketura,  Elizabeth,  Sarah, 
Lois,  George,  and  William. 

Robert  Shipley,  Sr.,  was  dead  by 
1767,  as  two  of  his  sons,  William  and 
George,  who  were  made  executors  of 
his  estate  filed  their  inventory  at  this 
time.  It  is  significant  to  note  that  the 
two  youngest  sons  were  made  execu- 
tors, suggesting  that  the  older  sons 
were  not  available  for  this  service.  The 
migration  of  the  older  son  is  in  accord 
with  the  family  tradition.  George  is 
said  to  have  migrated  too,  so  that  Wil- 
liam was  the  only  son  to  remain  in 
Maryland. 

Robert  Shipley,  Jr. 

Robert  Shipley,  Jr.,  son  of  Robert 
Shipley,  Sr.,  was  born  October  9,  1713. 
He  migrated  to  Virginia  some  time 
previous  to  1850  where  we  find  his 
name  on  a  commissioner's  book  in 
Lunenburg  County  as  a  tithable,  in- 
dicating he  was  over  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family.  Wil- 
liam Caldwell  according  to  the  court 
order  was  appointed  to  make  out  the 
tax  list  for  Lunenburg  County  in  the 
territory  "from  Little  Roanoke  up  the 
Fork."  The  list  contained  among 
others  the  names  of  Robert  Shipley, 
Richard  Berry,  and  Robert  Mitchell. 

Another  list  giving  the  names  of 
those  subject  to  military  call  in  1858 
contains  the  name  of  Robert  Shipley. 
In  1765  Shipley  purchased  a  tract  of 
314  acres  in  Lunenburg  County  in 
what  was  later  Bedford  County.  Part 
of  this  land  was  sold  in  1767,  and  on 
April  30,  1771,  Robert  and  his  wife 
Sarah  sold  the  remaining  164  acres  to 
Daniel  Mitchell. 

In  1771  Robert  and  Sarah  Shipley 
removed  to  Mecklenburg  County, 
North  Carolina,  and  evidence  on  file  in 
the  Bedford  County  Court  leaves  no 
question  as  to  the  identity  of  the  Vir- 


ginia and  North  Carolina  Shipleys. 
Here  they  lived  during  the  remainder 
of  their  lives. 

Although  we  know  that  Robert 
Shipley's  wife's  name  was  Sarah,  we 
do  not  know  her  family  name.  Just 
how  many  children  Robert  had  is  also 
unknown  but  the  names  and  birth 
dates  of  some  of  them  are  to  be  found 
in  the  family  records.  There  were  at 
least  five  daughters :  Rachel,  who  mar- 
ried Richard  Berry;  Ann,  who  married 
David  McCord;  Naomi,  who  married 
Robert  Mitchell;  Margaret,  who  mar- 
ried Robert  Sloan;  and  Lucy,  who  mar- 
ried James  Hanks. 

Lucy  Shipley 
Evidence  from  many  sources  now 
seems  to  confirm  the  fact  that  Lucy 
Shipley,  daughter  of  Robert  Shipley, 
Jr.,  and  wife  of  James  Hanks  was 
the  mother  of  Nancy  Hanks.  The 
Hanks  family  was  in  the  Shipley  com- 
munity in  Virginia  and  we  find  them 
again  with  the  Shipleys  in  North 
Carolina.  The  identity  of  the  James 
Hanks  who  married  Lucy  has  not  been 
positively  established. 

Lucy  Shipley's  sister  Naomi  was 
born  April  26,  1748,  her  sister  Ann's 
first  child  was  born  in  1766,  her  sister 
Rachel's  third  child  was  married  in 
1781.  Lucy  was  probably  one  of  the 
youngest  children,  as  her  daughter 
Nancy  was  born  not  much  earlier  than 
1785. 

When  Lucy  reached  Kentucky  she 
married  as  her  second  husband  Henry 
Sparrow,  and  at  this  time  made  affi- 
davit that  she  was  above  twenty-one 
years  of  age  and  her  brother-in-law, 
Robert  Mitchell,  testified  to  this  fact. 
Sometime  after  this  second  marriage 
her  daughter  Nancy  went  to  live  with 
her  Uncle  and  Aunt  Richard  and 
Rachel  Berry.  George  and  Edward 
Shipley  also  migrated  with  the  Ship- 
ley sisters,  but  their  relation  to  Lucy 
has  not  been  determined. 

The  Mercer  County,  Kentucky,  cen- 
sus for  the  year  1810  reveals  that  Lucy 
was  over  45  years  of  age  at  that  time. 
This  would  place  her  birth  as  early  as 
1765.  That  she  was  living  as  late  as 
1820  is  revealed  by  the  census  of  that 
year.  She  is  said  to  have  passed  away 
about  1825,  which  would  have  made 
her  at  least  sixty  years  old  at  the  time 
and  probably  older. 

It  appears  from  the  1810  census 
that  Lucy  had  nine  children  by  Henry 
Sparrow,  five  boys  and  four  girls.  Two 
of  the  boys  became  ministers  and  there 
is  nothing  but  words  of  commendation 
for  the  wholesome  atmosphere  of  her 
home  and  the  integrity  of  her  children. 
This  much  abused  woman  is  deserving 
of  a  significant  place  among  the  fore- 
bears of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


December  2,  19^9 


Mrs.  J.C.  Roberts 
Linthicina,  Maryland 

My  dear  Mrs.  Roberts: 

I  have  been  in  touch  with  members  of  the 
Shipley  family  for  a  great  many  years  and  at  one  time 
addressed  the  members  of  the  Shipley  Clan  at  Baltirore 

I  was  in  Baltimore  last  summer  and  spent 
profitable  days  at  Annapolis  and  other  points  in  the 
State,  and  had  gathered  throng  the  years  a  lot  of 
material  from  the  Ripley  family. 

I  regret  that  Abraham  Lincoln  did  not  rake 
some  coranent  about  the  Shipley,  but  I  must  have  beeu 
misunderstood  if  Itlwas  suggested  that  Mr.  Lincoln 
knew  about  his  Shipley  ancestry.    He  did  not  know  about 
the  Lincoln  ancestry  back  in  the  Pennsylvania  days,  so 
would  probably  know  little  about  the  people  of  his 
mother.     One  of  the  outstanding  Shipley  descendants 
here  in  Indiana  *s  Professor  Stich  Thompson  of  the  Indiana 
University  whoa  you  would  do  well  to  contact  if  you 
do  not  already  have  him  on  your  correspondence  list. 

I  believe  I  did  see  the  write-up  in  the  Capitol 
paper  at  the  time  I  was  there.    Would  be  very  happy,  indeed, 
to  keep  in  touch  with  you  about  any  new  discoveries  that 
might  be  made  with  reference  to  the  early  Shipley  fatiily, 
and  especially  any  contact  they  have  had  in  Maryland  with 
the  Hanks ,  who  also  originated  in  Maryland,  as  w*  believe. 

Very  truly  yours, 


UMiSB 


Director 


THE  SHIPLEYS  OF  MARYLAND 


230  West  Lanvale  Street 
Baltimore  \7i  Maryland 
8  '-August  194.9 


Dear  Members  and  Friends: 

Our  President,  A.  Earl  Shipley ,  and  the  members 
of  the  Executive  Board,  join  me  in  extending  a  warm  w&Lcome  to  you 
and  members  of  your  family  to  attend  the  25th  Annual  Reunion  on 
Sunday,  AUGUST  28,  1949,  at  ST.  JOHN'S  COLLEGE,  Annapolis,  Maryland. 
We  enclose  a  tentative  program. 

It  is  particularly  appropriate  that  we  should  meet 
this  year  in  Annapolis,  which  is  celebrating  its  Tercentenary, 
because  it  was  in  Anne  Arundel  County,  two  hundred  and  eighty-one 
years  ago,  that  Adam  Shipley  founded  the  Maryland  branch  of  our  family. 
We  believe  this  will  be  one  of  the  best  attended  meetings  vre  have 
ever  had,  and  the  members  of  the  Committee  -  especially  Audrey 
Shipley  Moore  (  Mrs.  Basil  E,),  who  is  acting  as  Arrangements 
Chairman  -  are  working  hard  to  make  the  occasion  worthy  of  the 
beautiful  setting  at  St.  John's  College. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board,  it  was 
decided,  subject  to  approval  of  the  general  membership,  that 
annual  dues  of  ')1*00  per  member  be  payable  August  first  of  each 
year.    Dues  for  194-9  may  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer,  Arthur  B. 
Shipley,  Sykesville,  Maryland. 

The  first  two  of  the  Shipley  Homestead  plates  - 
Richard  Shipley,  Anne  Arundel  County;  and  "Adam's  Garden",  Carroll 
County,  have  been  delivered,  and  are  beautiful.    Orders  are  now 
being  taken  for  the  third  -  the  Charles  Shipley  Mansion  in 
Baltimore,    Anyone  wanting  any  of  these  plates  (the  cost  is  $2,04-, 
plus  postage),  may  send  orders  to  Mrs.  Marvin  R.  Shipley,  Harmans 
Maryland,  Chairman  of  the  Historical  Committee?    or  they  may  be 
obtained  at  the  reunion. 

Plan  now  to  get  your  lunch  basket  filled  bright  and 
early  in  the  morning,  and  come  prepared  for  a  happy  day. 

Sincerely, 

-d^AAliUf 
ffcrs.  Henry  W.  Granger) 
Corresponding  Secretary. 

P^S.    Please  note  important  message  on  separate  sheet  J 


^Jke  SliipteyS  of  Wjarijlanl 


//  / 


f 


,     t^j"^  UsCtS  0^ZO  pj^^^J  u j 


August  22,  19*9 


lore.  Cork  A.  Dulaney 
Box  362 

M&Am,  Hit |  UN  1 

My  dear  tk*a.  Dulaney: 

I  have  ted  the  pleasure  of  being  in  Annapolis  twice  this 
post  euaaer  end  on  both  occasions  have  done  soot  research  work  in 
the  Hall  of  Records  tfrara. 

It  would  be  of  great  interest  to  me  to  know  If  there  has 
been  any  new  discoveries  aado  with  respect  to  the  connection  of  the 
Hanks  and  the  Shipley  families,  while  in  Maryland.   Of  course  you  will 
recall  that  they  occupied  opposite  pews  in  one  of  the  old  churches 
and  ay  feeling  now  is  that  wo  will  find  that  they  migrated  to  Virginia 
about  the  same  tine.    If  aay  of  your  Shipley  genealogists  have  dis- 
covered any  connection  between  the  two  families  daring  the  Maryland 
days  we  would  like  very  much  to  have  that  information.    I  wish  I 
might  be  with  your  group  at  St.  John's  College  and  be  able  to  meet 
personally  the  decendents  of  the  colonial  Ghipleys. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW/K>B 

I».  A.  Warren 


Mreatov 


CHARLES  F.  STEIN 


231  ST.  PAUL  PLACE 


BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND  21202 


October  26,  1970 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne, Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  sending  me  the  Xerox  copy  of  the 
article  on  the  five  Shipley  Sisters,  in  The  Lincoln  Kinsman. 

I  have  read  this  article  with  great  interest.    So  far  Abraham 
Lincoln  seems  to  be  the  only  President  with  Maryland  ancestry. 
However  President  Truman,  some  years  ago,  told  The  Maryland  Historical 
Society,  that  he  was  descended  either  from  the  Trumans  of  Maryland 
or  of  Virginia,  possibly  from  both;  and  again  we  have  a  possibility 
for  the  future  in  Vice-President  Agnew. 

I  am  writing  a  History  of  Howard  County  Maryland,  and  the 
first  grant  of  land  in  that  area,  dated  1683,  was  to  Adam  Shipley, 
the  foundingfather  of  the  Shipley  Family.    This  land  grant  was 
called  "Adam  The  First."    Robert  Shipley,  who  went  to  North  Carolina, 
was  of  the  fourth  generation  so  President  Lincoln  was  of  the 
seventh  generation  from  Adam  Shipley, 


Sincerely  yours, 


CFS/sc 


Lincoln  Line 
Had  Its  Roots 
In  Maryland 

i  Research  Traces  Origin 
Of  President's  Family 
To  Shipleys,  Of  Co- 
lonial Annapolis 

"Honest  Abe's"  Mother, 
Daughter  Of  Lucy 
Hanks,  Born  A  Shipley. 
Early  Settlers 

STRONG  evidence  that  the  family 
tree  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  concern- 
ing which  Ifcere  has  been  much  specu- 
j  lation  and  confusion,  sinks  its  roots  on 
I  the  distaff  side  deep  into  the  soil  of 
;  Colonial  Maryland  has  been  accumu- 
lated by  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Genealogists  long  were  slow  to  at- 
tack the  problem  of  the  Lincoln 
lineage,  because  they  were  told  by 
Lincoln's  early  biographers  that  they 
would  find  skeletons  in  closets.  But  in 
late  years  study  has  indicated  that 
these  stories  largely  originated  during 
the  fierce  political  campaign  of  1860, 
for  those  traditions  of  Lincoln's  moth- 
er, Nancy  Hanks,  are  unsupported  by 
public  records. 

BORN  IN  VIRGINIA 
Lincoln  himself  is  authority  for  the 
statement  that  his  mother's  name  was 
Nancy  Hanks  and  that  she  was  born 
in  Virginia.  This  fits  in  exactly  with 
the  testimony  of  members  of  the 
Hanks  family,  which  also  accepts  the 
belief  that  Nancy  Hanks'  mother,  Lucy 
Hanks,  was  born  a  Shipleyand  a  mem- 
ber of  the  family  which  is  descended 
from  Adam  Shipley  who  settled  in 
Maryland  in  1668,  not  far  from  An- 
napolis. 

Land  records  of  Maryland  show  that, 
in  1661  a  tract  of  200  acres  bordering 
on  the  Severn  river  was  surveyed  for 
Adam  Shipley  and  was  called  Ship- 
lev's  Choice.  His  son.  Robert  Shipley, 


acquired  Ship.  ;y's  Discovery,  on  the 
Patapsco  river,  south  of  the  Great 
Falls,  sold  it  and  acquired  a  large  farm 
near  Sykesville,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life. 

ONE  REMAINED 
By  1767  Robert  Shipley  had  been 
gathered  to  his  ancestors.  His  son,  Wil- 
liam, is  the  only  one  who  remained  in 
;  Maryland.  The  others,  according  to  the 
family    tradition,    migrated,  Robert 
Shipley,  Jr.  (who  was  born  October 
9,  1713),  going  to  Virginia    some  time 
previous  to  1750,  when  his  name  ap- 
pears on  a  commissioner's  book  in 
Lunenburg  county  as  a  tithable,  indi- 
'  eating  that  he  then  was  more  than  21 
1  years  old  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

Robert  Shipley,  Jr.,  and  his  wife, 
,  Sarah,  also  had  a  large  family,  one  of 
I  the  daughters,   Lucy,   becoming  the 
,  wife  of  James  Hanks  and  the  mother 
!  of  Nancy  Hanks.  No  documentary  evi- 
|  dence  has  been  adduced  to  prove  when 
'..  and  where  this  marriage  took  place, 
but  that  it  did  appears  to  have  been 
indisputable.  James  Hanks  apparently 
died  young  and  his  widow  took  a  sec- 
\  ond  husband,  whose  name  was  Henry 
Sparrow,  after  her  small  daughter  had 
'  reached  the   approximate   age   of  5 
years. 

The  early  death  of  Nancy  Hanks 
father,  her  acquisition  of  a  stepfather 
and  her  residence  in  the  home  of  her 
uncle  and  aunt  appear  to  have  been 
the  factors  which  have  produced  the 
confusion  interpreted  as  a  cloud  over 
her  birth. 


